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{ A French ethnomusicologists’s

idoctoral research into Xotmii — Mon- .

| golian overtene singing — has resulted
'in the first meeting of four of the hast
tand oldest masters of the art, the likes
‘of which may never be seen again in
iMongolia, ;

122 Their traditional: art is a variation
cof throat singing only practiced in the

FAltai Mountain region of Central Asia,

‘by the Tuvans aid Mqitgolians.

| A ceremony to launch the rare
jmeeting = a concert next weekend
= was held at_the Ulaanbaatar Alli-

A

2, 2007 ] s
Xovmii singers, Nunjidiin Senge-
dorj; DashdorjlinTserendavaa; Bua-

tariin. Odsuren. and Tarayjariin Gin-
bold will perform (raditional -songs

and new works at the ‘Dérvén Berkh'
concert in the Art Gallery Stadium in
Ulaanbaatar, April 7 and 8 at 6pm.
Their performance 1s the culmina-
tion ol Frenchman, Johanni Curtet and
his Mongolian- counterpart. Tsend-

Ochirin Otgonbaatar's thiee yeurs of

research'into Xotmij singing,

“It was not easy to bring the sing- :

ers together at first and they were sus-

picious and didn’t smile,” Mr Curlet

said.

LHusic,

taster of Xoonii ang
forthe-nie

] hile promaoting the forth-
. coming ‘Dérvén Berkh' concert.

ance Frangaise: Center, Monday April

lled player of Mongotian

 Nanjidiin Sengedor) plavs his
instument and sings Xdamii shnulta-
; neously

SThey said. i you can do it we

will ity [to come together],

“Xo0mii is sung by individuals,

., 0oL in groups and in the mountains,

not-on a stage. This will be the first
time four have conic ogether to per-

torm and 1n this environmeni [the Art

Gallery Stadiumi,” he said.

“They have been in Ulaanbaatar
for two weeks and rehearsing up. to
four and five hours per day, IS de-

manding on their throats because they.

would mever sing for this long in any
one day. They have been so motivated
they arrive about 15 minutes early lor

Dashdorjiin Serendavaa makes
niagie with his voice and instrinnent

reheursals.”

Mr Curtet suid the concert would
show thie virtuosity ol {echniques of
X6omij.singing (o the public.
© It as anincredibly difficult style
of singing where the singer produces
two notes simultaneously by press-
ing the pharynx and diaphragm, One
sound usually remains at one pilch
— the drone = while a higher one can
be manipulated to'sing melodies — the
overlone, i .

The concert is an activity in the

Jroject “Routes Nomads™ which aims
“to-take Mongolian traditional musi-

Taraviariin Ganbold in perfeci
fretrniony witl his fellow musicians

cians to'France to tour and perform,
The nume of the cancerl. "Drvon
Berkh', can be roughly transtated us
“Tour sides”. Il has been taken (rom
the traditional game of shagat = where
four sheep or ankle bones are rolled
like die and cuch side is turned up 1o
reveal people’s - characteristics. 11 is
extremely. rare for ond ol each side to
turn up and when it happens its asign
ol good luck for the future. The bring-
ing together ol the four masters Tor the
first time iy as rare as one of cach side
to turning up in shagai and with: some

-luek — to roll *Dérvin Berkh' again.
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